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English is not an official language of Switzerland. This translation is provided for information
purposes only and has no legal force.

General implementation regulations for the Funding Regulations
of 17 June 2008

The National Research Council
based on Article 46 of the Funding Regulations of 14 December 2007
issues the following regulations:

1.

Applicants and application procedure

1.1

Electronic submission of proposals

The provisions and instructions concerning "mySNF" published on the SNSF website www.snsf.ch
apply to the electronic submission of proposals (Article 9 paragraph 1b Funding Regulations).
1.2

Late submission of proposals

Requests for the early consideration of proposals submitted after a specific submission deadline
(Article 9 paragraph 3 Funding Regulations) may be approved
a. if the applicant is not personally responsible for the late submission; and
b. if it would be inordinately harsh to have the applicant or the staff of the research project wait
until the next submission deadline.
1.3

Submission deadlines

The general submission deadlines for proposals1 (Article 16 paragraph 1 Funding Regulations) are
1 April2 and 1 October.
1.4

Bonus of excellence

In cases of outstanding scientific achievement, the SNSF may issue a written invitation for the
extension of a grant (Bonus of excellence; Article 3 paragraph 5 Funding Regulations) once it has
appraised the relevant scientific reports. The extension is based on the budget submitted and a
brief research plan. In such cases, written opinions from external reviewers are not required.
1.5

Language of applications

Unless otherwise regulated for individual funding schemes, the scientific part of an application
relating to the following areas of research (Article 9 paragraph 1c) must be written in English:
1

1
2

Editorial amendment of 10 July 2012, in force with immediate effect.
Amendment of 13 October 2010, in force with immediate effect.
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a. mathematics
b. natural sciences
c.

engineering sciences

d. biology
e.

medicine

f.

psychology

g.

economics

h. political sciences3
It is permissible to enclose an English translation with an application submitted in one of the
official languages of Switzerland.
2

In justified cases, particularly if working in an official Swiss language is more appropriate to the
nature of the research topic, applicants in the political sciences may submit the research plan in
an official Swiss language upon request. The request must be submitted along with the application.
If the request is not justified or if the application cannot be sent for external review, the SNSF sets
a reasonable deadline by which the applicants must submit an English translation of the research
plan.3
3

1.6
1

Consultation during the application procedure

The SNSF does not consult applicants in the course of evaluating their research proposals.

Exceptions may be made where consultation with the applicant prior to the funding decision is
justified, in particular where the application involves considerable infrastructure costs.
2

1.7

Parallel application procedures

Applicants who submit further applications while an evaluation is still in progress must inform
the SNSF accordingly (Article 12 paragraph 1c Funding Regulations).
1

The National Research Council may give limited consideration to one proposal if there are substantial thematic overlaps with applications submitted subsequently.
2

Written opinions obtained from experts in the course of an evaluation may be taken into account
when proposals showing substantial thematic overlaps are evaluated.
3

1.8

Personal requirements: applicants holding emeritus titles

Applicants holding emeritus titles are entitled to submit an application (Article 8 Funding Regulations) if they cumulatively meet the following requirements:
a. they have an excellent track record;
b. the outstanding scientific value of the project is confirmed by international experts and the
project may therefore undisputedly be assigned the highest funding priority;
c.

3

for projects conducted at a research institution, the latter confirms its interest in conducting
the project both by guaranteeing access to the research infrastructure and by contributing
funds of its own to cover the research costs. The contribution, which must amount to at least

Amendment of 6 May 2015, in force with immediate effect.
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20% of the overall costs mentioned in the application, shall be used to finance personnel
costs, acquisitions and expendable items;
d. if the salaries of scientific collaborators in the project are paid from the research grant, the
supervision of such collaborators for the entire duration of the project must be guaranteed;
e.

the guest institution provides the SNSF with written confirmation that the requirements set
out under c and d are met. The SNSF shall not in any way influence the decision-making and
procedures of the guest institution with regard to project proposals from researchers holding
emeritus titles.

1.94

Personal requirements: domicile in Switzerland, research abroad, institution with links to Switzerland

Proposals for research at an institution with international financial backing whose domicile is in
Switzerland may be submitted if the basic financing of the said institution is largely Swiss (public
funds from Switzerland) and if the researchers are subject to Swiss law for the duration of the
research work. Any special provisions with regard to the eligibility to submit applications within
the scope of international co-operation shall take precedence.
1

The following persons are regarded as researchers who are employed at an institution with domicile in Switzerland pursuant to Article 8 paragraph 2 letter a of the Funding Regulations and who
conduct either their entire research work or parts of it abroad, in particular at an institution with
links to Switzerland:
2

a. persons whose primary occupation is scientific work and who are subject to the legislation of
the Swiss institution for at least 50% of their full work-time percentage; and
b. who have the proposed research project administered in Switzerland and have a Swiss delivery address.
Researchers who are eligible to submit applications based on contractual arrangements with the
SNSF are treated in the same way as the persons set out in paragraph 2.
3

The SNSF may demand that applicants meet additional requirements in connection with the research institution located abroad, in particular that they provide evidence that the professional,
legal and ethical standards applicable in Switzerland are met, above all for research that must be
authorised.
4

5 No

grants are awarded if the applicant is employed at a Swiss institution in the manner described
in the foregoing provisions, but the legal and actual situation of the institution abroad with links
to Switzerland is not consistent with the funding principles of the SNSF, particularly if the institution abroad conducts research for commercial purposes or if the independence of the research
is not guaranteed.
Applicants from Switzerland may select as employees of a project researchers working abroad at
an institution with links to Switzerland who, mutatis mutandis, meet the requirements set out in
this provision.
6

4

Inserted based on the resolution of 10 July 2012, in force with immediate effect.
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2.

Cross-border support: Money Follows Co-operation Line

2.1

Principles

The Money Follows Co-operation Line (hereinafter "MfCL") was devised in response to the increase
in cross-border research. The MfCL is based on an agreement between the research funding institutions in Switzerland (SNSF), Germany (DFG) and Austria (FWF) and provides a set of reciprocally
applicable regulations on the co-financing of project partners from the respective other countries.
2.2

Requirements

The MfCL serves to co-finance the eligible costs of the German or Austrian project partners of
applicants recognised by the SNSF. The MfCL applies provided all of the following requirements
are met:
a. it is not possible to conduct the project without foreign partners;
b. it can be shown that the foreign partners add substantial value to the overall project;
c.

2.3

the core project activity is carried out in Switzerland, i.e. the Swiss share in the financial volume amounts to at least 70% for bi-national projects and at least 60% for tri-national projects.
Evaluation procedure

MfCL applications are evaluated in accordance with the usual procedures applicable to the relevant funding scheme. If necessary, the SNSF may ask the participating funding organisations to
recommend external experts.
1

The importance of cross-border co-operation to the project’s chances of success (value added)
constitutes one of the central evaluation criteria.
2

2.4

Financing of the foreign sub-project

Financing of the foreign sub-project, in particular the salaries, is generally based on the usual
rates applicable in the partner countries.
1

2

All grants are paid without overhead costs.

3

Payment for the foreign sub-project is made to the grant administration office in Swiss francs.

2.5
1

Sundry provisions

Applications shall be submitted by the usual SNSF submission deadlines or in response to a call.

The responsible applicant shall be in charge of the administrative management of the entire project.
2

3.

Eligible costs

3.1

Applicants' salaries

The applicants’ own salaries are not included in the eligible costs pursuant to Article 19 of the
Funding Regulations. The specific provisions of individual funding schemes shall take precedence.
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3.2

Workshops, conferences

The costs of holding conferences and workshops are regarded as eligible costs in project funding
proposals (Article 19 Funding Regulations) provided the coordination effort for large-scale projects
is particularly high due to collaboration between different groups of researchers or close links to
other projects in Switzerland or abroad.
1

If speakers from abroad with excellent scientific credentials are invited, the funding scheme for
conferences may be used to stage workshops related to the project (Article 26 et seq. Funding
Regulations5). In such cases, the speakers’ travel, room and board expenses shall be covered.
2

3.3

Operating expenses

As a rule, SNSF grants may not be used to finance text books, IT equipment and objects used in
everyday operations at a scientific institution or to cover postal, phone and photocopying costs.
3.4

Staff salaries

The minimum rates in accordance with Article 19 paragraph 2 of the Funding Regulations apply
to the salaries paid to doctoral students collaborating in projects approved by the SNSF. 6 The relevant rates are set out in Annex I. Furthermore, the provisions of Clause 6.4 concerning the employment of staff apply.
3.57

Costs for publishing in open access journals

The costs for publishing in pure open access (OA) journals of recognised scientific quality are
eligible costs pursuant to Article 19 of the Funding Regulations. The costs may be debited to the
SNSF grant up to a maximum of CHF 3,000 per OA publication.
1

OA costs may be debited to the relevant account only if the publication is related to the SNSF
grant or the preceding application in the case of follow-up grants.
2

Activation fees related to subscriptions to journals with partially restricted electronic access (hybrid journals) do not constitute eligible costs and cannot be debited to the SNSF grant.
3

3.68
1

Costs of book publications

The SNSF finances digital book publications. This includes digital versions of printed books.

Grants towards the costs of digital book publications of research results generated within the
scope of a research project funded by the SNSF are included in the eligible costs pursuant to Article
19 of the Funding Regulations. They can be charged to the SNSF grant in accordance with the
following conditions.
2

Upon request, the SNSF awards grants towards the costs of digital book publications that were
not generated within the scope of a project funded by the SNSF (independent publication grants).
The prerequisites for the awarding of such grants are based on the provisions concerning publication grants pursuant to Clause 5 of these Regulations. Whosoever may claim publication grants
3

5
6
7
8

Editorial amendment of 10 July 2012, in force with immediate effect.
Editorial amendment of 10 July 2012, in force with immediate effect.
Editorial amendment of the National Research Council of 16 July 2013, in force since 1 October 2013
Inserted based on the decision by the National Research Council of 30 June 2014, in force since 1 July 2014.
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within the scope of an SNSF-funded research project may not request any independent publication
grants for publications produced in the same project.
In the cases set out in Articles 2 and 3, the SNSF awards publication grants towards the costs of
digital book publications, provided that the publication is made accessible free of charge in a disciplinary or institutional repository after an embargo period of no more than 24 months (open
access obligation).
4

5

The SNSF awards grants towards the costs of digital publication of:

a. Monographs;
b. Doctoral theses and habilitations;
c.

Editions;

d. Anthologies;
e.

NRP final reports

The SNSF does not award any independent publication grants for publications pursuant to letters
c and e. The SNSF awards exclusively independent publication grants for publications pursuant
to letter d.
No grants are awarded for conference proceedings, commemorative publications, new editions
without additional scientific results, translations, editions for bibliophiles.
6

Publication costs are to be claimed under eligible costs when submitting the application. The
amount of the eligible costs and the conditions for covering them are governed by the provisions
set out in Clause 5 of these Regulations.
7

Publication costs may only be debited to the relevant grant account once the SNSF has received
and approved the publisher's calculation and the publisher agreement regarding open access.
8

For the applications pending or grants approved on 30.6.2014, the applicants or the grantees
may apply to the SNSF for a publication grant towards the costs of digital book publication retrospectively, but at the latest until the end of 2017. This grant is to be requested in the form of an
application pursuant to Clause 5 of these Regulations.
9

3.79

Gender equality grant

The SNSF supports the career development and networking of young women scientists by covering the costs of measures to promote equal opportunities.
1

These costs are included in the eligible costs pursuant to Article 19 of the Funding Regulations.
A maximum of CHF 1000 is paid per eligible woman researcher per 12 months project running
time.
2

The gender equality grant may be used for mentoring, coaching, career development courses,
networking meetings and similar measures. The gender equality grant is not meant to be used to
cover family support measures (e.g. childcare costs).
3

4

The gender equality grant may be claimed by young women researchers at the following levels:

a)

doctoral students,

b) postdoctoral researchers and
c)

9

employees of universities of applied sciences without a doctorate.

Inserted based on the decision by the National Research Council of 18 March 2014, in force since 15 April 2014.
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The following young women researchers may receive a gender equality grant:

5

a)

beneficiaries of SNSF career funding schemes (with the exception of SNSF professorships and
Assistant Professor Energy Grants),

b) female collaborators in SNSF-funded projects and career funding schemes who are employed
at a Swiss institution.
A work-time percentage of 60 per cent, funded by the SNSF, is generally a prerequisite. The SNSF
may grant exceptions.
6

The gender equality grant is debited to the project funds and need not be applied for. If the gender
equality grant cannot be covered via the awarded project funding, the costs can be claimed in
retrospect, provided that reference is made to the corresponding receipts in the final financial report (deficit guarantee).
7

4.

Conference funding

4.1

Principles

Only events held in Switzerland are eligible for conference funding pursuant to Articles 6a paragraph 3 and 26 et seq. of the Funding Regulations10.
1

Conferences in foreign countries may be funded in exceptional cases if held at Swiss research
centres that are recognised and subsidised by the Swiss Confederation.
2

Furthermore, Clause 3.2 may apply to conferences and workshops in relation to project funding.

3

4.2

Evaluation criteria

In addition to the evaluation criteria set out in Article 26b of the Funding Regulations11, the SNSF
shall examine whether women are adequately represented among the speakers at the conference.
4.3

Application requirements and conference report

Conference funding proposals must be submitted electronically via mySNF and must contain the
following information:
1

a. the scientific programme;
b. the names of the speakers and, in the event that an adequate representation of women pursuant to Clause 4.2 cannot be achieved, a valid reason why this should be so;
c.

information on the expected group of participants;

d. a detailed overall budget.
2

A scientific and financial report must be sent to the SNSF after the conference.

10
11

Editorial amendment of 10 July 2012, in force with immediate effect.
Editorial amendment of 10 July 2012, in force with immediate effect.
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5.12

Funding of publications

5.1

Principles

Publication grants of the SNSF are governed by Articles 6a paragraph 4 and 27 et seq. of the
Funding Regulations, the principles set out in Clause 3.6 of the present Regulations and the following provisions.
1

Applications for independent publication grants pursuant to Clause 3.6, paragraph 2 of these
Regulations must be submitted to the SNSF via mySNF. Applications may be submitted all year
round (Art. 27a Funding Regulations).
2

The SNSF will only consider the application once it has received the complete, definitive manuscript. Production may only start once the SNSF has made its final funding decision.
3

The author of the scientific book and, in exceptional cases, the editor are entitled to submit
publication applications (Art. 27 of the Funding Regulations). They must meet the general requirements for the submission of applications to the SNSF pursuant to Art. 8 of the Funding Regulations.
4

In respect of publication grants for doctoral theses or habilitations, the following provisions apply
with regard to the personal requirements (Article 8 paragraph 2 Funding Regulations): when writing the text or when submitting the application the author must have institutional links with a
Swiss higher education institution.
5

As a prerequisite for grants towards the publication of doctoral theses and habilitations, the
qualification thesis must be assigned to one of the two highest quality levels of the higher education
institution.
6

The following provisions apply both to independent publication grants as well as to publication
grants within the scope of SNSF grants.
7

5.2
1

Manner and amount of funding

For digital book publications, the SNSF awards grants according to the following rates:

a. Maximum grant of CHF 12,000 for a basic digital book publication;
b. Maximum amount of CHF 22,000 for a more elaborate digital book publication (enriched ebook
c.

Lump sum of CHF 8,000 for doctoral theses or habilitations.

The maximum amounts pursuant to paragraph 1 letters a and b may be increased if the production of the digital book publication is subject to special requirements, particularly in the case of
editions and due to expensive image rights.
2

The lump sum pursuant to paragraph 1 letter c may be increased if the applicant submits a
publisher’s calculation detailing the additional costs incurred.
3

12

New version based on the decision of the National Research Council of 30 June 2014, in force since 1 July 2014.
The Regulations on publication grants of 17 June 2008 were repealed as of 30 June 2014 based on the decision
of the Research Council of 18 March 2014.
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5.3

Use and calculation of grants

Grants awarded by the SNSF must be used to cover the production costs of digital book publications. Such costs comprise: typesetting, layout, image rights, image processing, proofreading and
digitisation.
1

Grants may not be used to cover the costs of printing and paper, authors' fees or publishing
infrastructure costs.
2

The publisher's services are remunerated through a lump sum of up to CHF 5,000. The rates
pursuant to Clause 5.2, paragraph 1 of these Regulations must not be exceeded.
3

The applicants (for independent publication grants) or the grantees (for publication grants within
the scope of SNSF grants) must electronically submit a publisher's calculation to the SNSF in
accordance with its requirements (form). The SNSF assesses whether the budgeted costs are reasonable and may decide to make reductions. If the envisaged costs should exceed the maximum
grants pursuant to Clause 5.2, the SNSF grant is limited to the applicable maximum amount.
4

In the case of doctoral theses and habilitations, the SNSF waives the detailed budget pursuant
to paragraph 4, but not the publisher agreement pursuant to Clause 5.4., paragraph 2.
5

5.4

Agreement with the publishers, commitment to open access

The open access commitment is a pre-requisite for receiving a publication grant: the digital book
publication must be made accessible free of charge in a disciplinary or institutional repository after
an embargo period of no more than 24 months.13
1

Applicants or grantees must submit to the SNSF a legally valid, signed agreement with the publishers concerning open access. As far as possible, a non-exclusive exploitation right in respect of
electronic publication must be reserved in the publisher contracts for the purpose of securing open
access or free non-commercial use.
2

Under the publisher agreement, the publishers assure the applicants that they will provide the
publisher services and do the work needed to produce a digital book publication if the SNSF covers
the corresponding costs.
3

The agreement between the applicant and the publisher must contain the publisher’s commitment to mention the support received from the SNSF in the digital book publication.
4

If an open access publication is not possible pursuant to these rules due to insurmountable legal
and technical obstacles (e.g. image rights), the SNSF may, upon request, approve a text only open
access publication or release the authors from this duty altogether.
5

5.5

Quality assurance

The SNSF generally has applications for independent publication grants reviewed externally.
Funding decisions are based on the scientific quality and relevance of the publication.
1

For the publication of anthologies, the quality of the individual contributions must have been
assessed and deemed to be sufficient based on a recognised peer review procedure.
2

13

Article 4 Regulations on information, valorisation and rights to research results
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Doctoral theses and habilitations are not reviewed externally. The provision set out in Clause 5.1
paragraph 5 applies.
3

5.6

Approval and payment of the grant

The SNSF approves publication grants based on the submitted overview of the production costs,
the publisher agreement (incl. open access commitment) and, if applicable, the result of the scientific review.
1

The publication grants approved within the scope of an SNSF grant are managed by the grant
administration offices. They transfer the funds to the publishing houses in accordance with the
stipulated conditions.
2

An independent publication grant is paid to grantees. They transfer the funds to the publishing
houses in accordance with the stipulated conditions.
3

The decision on applications for an independent publication grant is communicated in the form
of a ruling. Publication may not be initiated before the decision has been communicated. The provisions of the Funding Regulations apply.
4

Permission to use publication grants within the scope of earmarked eligible costs in SNSF grants
is granted only if the SNSF has before the end of the project received electronically and positively
rated the publisher's calculation and the publisher agreement concerning open access. The SNSF
assesses whether the budgeted costs are reasonable and may decide to make reductions.
5

On request, the SNSF may approve that research funds awarded for other purposes may be used
for the production of digital book publications. In this context, the same provisions apply as in the
case of Clause 5.6. paragraph 5. It is not possible to claim a supplementary grant for publication
costs.
6

5.7

Proof to be provided to the SNSF

The grantees are obliged to add the URL of the OA publication to the output data after expiry of
the embargo period.

6.

Use and administration of funds

6.1

Release of funds

The request to have funds released (Article 34 Funding Regulations) must be submitted electronically via mySNF by the responsible grantees.
1

For grants with a duration of more than one year, the first instalment requested must not exceed
the first instalment stipulated in the approval letter (ruling).
2

3 Further

annual instalments must be requested using the relevant form, which can be downloaded
from the SNSF website.
The SNSF shall send the grantees written confirmation of the release of funds and payment of
the first instalment.
4

In the case of research groups pursuant to Article 14 of the Funding Regulations, funds shall be
paid exclusively to the responsible grantees.
5
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6.2

Grant administration; Money follows researcher

The grant administration offices recognised by the SNSF pursuant to Article 36 of the Funding
Regulations are listed in Annex III. Collaboration between these offices and the SNSF is based on
binding guidelines.14
1

The grant administration offices act as fiduciaries for the grantees. They do not have any authority
over the grantees, but they shall make the latter aware without delay of any use of funds that
contravenes the terms of the grant. The grantees shall be accountable solely to the SNSF for the
appropriate use of funds in accordance with the terms of the grant.
2

If the grantees emigrate to a foreign country while benefiting from an SNSF grant and if the SNSF
approves the continuation of funding abroad, this generally does not affect the administration of
the grant by the grant administration office. Where eligible expenses are incurred abroad, the grant
administration office shall make the respective foreign payments.
3

If the parties concerned agree to have the grant administered at the grantees’ new workplace, the
grant administration office shall close the grant account as of the date of departure and compile
an interim financial report. It shall transfer any credit balance confirmed by the SNSF in accordance with the SNSF’s instructions to the new grant administration office abroad. Any debit balance
confirmed by the SNSF will be paid by the SNSF to the grant administration office and debited to
the portion of the grant that remains unpaid.
4

Agreements concerning the continuation of projects abroad have been signed with the majority
of European countries (Money follows researcher). An agreement is in principle possible with any
country. The SNSF shall make decisions as to the further use of funds on a case by case basis (use
within Switzerland/transfer abroad, budget items, duration etc.). A detailed request, giving reasons, must be submitted to the SNSF division responsible for the grant as early as possible.
5

6.3

Start of funding

Funding shall start with the commencement of the research work supported by the SNSF, generally on the first day of a calendar month.
1

The grantees shall inform the SNSF electronically via mySNF of the date on which they wish
funding to start using the form "Request for the release of funds". The date must be set in accordance with Article 34 of the Funding Regulations.
2

3

The SNSF shall confirm the definitive starting date for funding once the funds are released.

6.4

Employment of staff

If any staff are employed in the scope of the research work funded by the SNSF, the following
provisions apply where staff members’ salaries are partially or fully covered by SNSF grants.
6.4.1

Duty to report

Any appointments, new appointments, staff turnover or salary adjustments are subject to approval
by the SNSF. They must be submitted to the SNSF in advance via mySNF using the form "Change
of personnel".

14

Guidelines on Collaboration between the SNSF and the Grant Administration Offices dated 15 September 2007.
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6.4.2

Employment contracts

Staff members must be given written contracts of employment (Article 37 Funding Regulations).
Such contracts shall be governed by the guidelines and standards issued by the institution employing the staff members, provided that the minimum requirements set out in the SNSF’s specimen contract pursuant to Annex II are met.
1

On request, the grantees must provide the SNSF with copies of the employment contracts signed
with staff members.
2

The SNSF shall not be held liable for any commitments made by grantees to staff members. The
grantees are responsible for ensuring that the commitments made do not exceed the duration,
amount or other conditions of the SNSF grant.
3

6.4.3

Personnel management

The employment of staff members shall be managed by a central administrative office of the employer institution. If no such administrative office is available, the grantees shall consult the SNSF
before deciding on an alternative solution which meets the relevant provisions of employment and
social insurance law. The SNSF is entitled to report such cases to the Swiss Federal Tax Administration.
6.4.4

Employee categories and salary rates15

The SNSF defines binding salary rates and salary ranges as well as guidelines (Annex 1) for
employees whose salaries are derived from SNSF funds.
1

2

The salary rates for doctoral students are the same throughout Switzerland.

3

Salary ranges are applicable to the following employee categories:

a. Employees with a doctoral degree;
b. Other employees; these include graduate employees who do not seek to pursue a doctorate;
technical staff; assistants;
c.

Scientific collaborators at universities of applied sciences (UASs) and universities of teacher
education (UTEs).

6.4.5

Provisions on doctoral students and employees with a doctoral degree

Doctoral students within the meaning of these provisions are persons collaborating in research
work funded by the SNSF who are seeking to gain their doctorate in the context of their scientific
work for the research project and are matriculated as doctoral students. As a rule, their doctoral
thesis must be supervised by a grantee who bears responsibility for the funded research work.
1

SNSF grants may be used to support doctoral students for a maximum of four years, starting
with the date of matriculation as doctoral students.
2

3

The following rules apply to the payment of salaries to doctoral students from SNSF funds: 16

a. In principle, the SNSF awards full salary rates to doctoral students.

15
16

Amended based on the Research Council’s decision of 19 March 2013, in force since 1 January 2014
Amended based on the Research Council’s decision of 19 March 2013, in force since 1 January 2014.
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b. The awarding of partial salary rates is possible if the grantees can show that the relevant doctoral students receive, at the least, an effective salary that corresponds to the full SNSF rate,
and the conditions pursuant to paragraph 4 are met.
c.

In all circumstances the grantees or their employer institutions are entitled to increase the
SNSF-funded salary rates for doctoral students via other funds not received from the SNSF up
to the maximum amount of the salary applicable to scientific assistants at the employer institution.

The following minimum requirements must be met with regard to the employment of doctoral
students and employees with a doctoral degree whose salaries are paid by the SNSF:14
4

a. At least 60% (calculated for a full-time job of 100%) of the work-time must be devoted to the
doctoral thesis (minimum work-time percentage for this “protected time”);
b. Doctoral students and employees with a doctoral degree may devote a small portion of their
work-time percentage, namely no more than 20% of a full-time job, to tasks related to the
institution, insofar as the latter do not directly serve the purpose of attaining a scientific qualification.
6.4.6

Social security contributions, benefits and allowances

For employees remunerated via an SNSF grant, the SNSF pays the grantees the equivalent of the
statutory social security contributions required to be paid by employers in accordance with
AHVG/IVG/EOG, BVG, AVIG and UVG (Swiss federal acts on social security contributions) as well
as any family allowances, if applicable, or any other benefits commonly paid at the place in question in the form of a lump sum. The respective rates are indicated in Annex 1. Salary-like allowances (e.g. local allowances) are not covered by the SNSF.17
1

The grantees shall ensure that the statutory social security contributions are paid to the relevant
local insurance funds based on the wages and salaries actually paid. The social security contributions to be made by the employees are taken into account in the salary rates defined by the SNSF
and must be deducted accordingly from the gross salary.
2

3 The

social security contributions (actual amounts paid) must be indicated in the financial reports
(see Clause 6.7.1). The SNSF is entitled to forward copies of financial reports to the Federal Social
Insurance Office for auditing purposes.
With the exception of contributions in respect of increases in earnings (Verdiensterhöhungsbeiträge), purchases of additional benefits in pension schemes and the like may not be covered by
means of SNSF grants. In relation to mandatory non-occupational accident insurance, the SNSF
respects the splitting of the contributions between the employer and the employees in accordance
with the corresponding local provisions.
4

6.4.7

Maternity

SNSF respects the local rules with regard to maternity leave and the continuation of salary payments and assumes any resultant additional cost. Payments from the maternity insurance must
however be credited to the grant.
1

If necessary, the SNSF shall at the grantees’ request increase the amount and duration of the
grant correspondingly. The SNSF may approve the employment of a deputy and allocate a supplementary grant on request. These provisions apply mutatis mutandis to deputies.
2

17

Added based on the Research Council’s decision of 19 March 2013, in force since 1 January 2014.
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6.4.7a18

Adoption

In the case of infants who are placed for fostering and upbringing purposes with a view to subsequent adoption, the SNSF recognises the customary rules of the place in question with regard to
holidays and the continued payment of salaries.
1

Where the rules customary to the place in question provide for less than two months, the SNSF
finances a two-month holiday and continued payment of salary when an infant is placed. The SNSF
covers any resulting additional costs.
2

If necessary, the SNSF may at the grantee's request increase the amount and duration of the
grant correspondingly. The SNSF may approve the employment of a deputy and allocate an additional grant on request should this be absolutely necessary for the successful continuation of the
research work. These provisions apply mutatis mutandis to deputies.
3

6.4.8

Military service, illness and accidents

Continued salary payments to staff members who are performing military service or unable to work
due to illness or an occupational or non-occupational accident may be added to the SNSF grant in
accordance with the rules stipulated by the employer institution. Insurance benefits must be credited to the grant.
6.5

Budget items

The main budget items listed in SNSF rulings and letters of approval or in subsequent approved
budgets and the corresponding amounts are binding on grantees. In principle, transfers of
amounts from one budget item to another must be approved in writing by the SNSF in advance.
1

2

Approval is not required for such transfers if

a. the amount to be transferred is less than CHF 20,00019
b. the transfer of budget items does not breach or circumvent any requirements or conditions
set by the SNSF.
If amounts from the salary and social contribution items are transferred to the other items, the
grantees shall not be entitled to claim in their final financial reports any additional personnel costs
corresponding to the transferred amounts.
3

6.6

Subsistence grants

Outside the scope of specific individual funding schemes, the SNSF does not award any subsistence grants to researchers.20
6.7

Use of grants and financial reporting

6.7.1

Financial report

In their interim and final financial reports, the responsible grantees shall account for the use of
the funds in accordance with the provisions set out below.
1

18
19
20

Inserted based on the resolution of 10 July 2012, in force with immediate effect.
Amendment of 19 May 2009, in force with immediate effect.
Editorial amendment of 10 July 2012, in force with immediate effect.
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In the case of research groups, the responsible grantees shall provide the SNSF with a consolidated financial report regardless of whether the other grantees are employed at a single or at two
or more institutions.
2

Any advance payments to the other grantees are regarded as cash advances pursuant to Clause
6.7.2 below.
3

4

Unless the SNSF stipulates otherwise, financial reports must be submitted annually.

Financial reports for centrally administered grants are compiled by the grant administration offices. They must be reviewed by the grantees and sent to the SNSF21 electronically via mySNF in
good time. Grantees who administer their grants themselves shall compile the reports in accordance with the guidelines issued by the SNSF.
5

If the result of the computation does not correspond with the balance confirmed by the grant
administration office, bank or post office, the difference must be explained in detail.
6

6.7.2

Cash fund and cash advances

A portion of the grant may be administered in the form of a cash fund for minor expenses.

1

Payments to the cash fund and cash advances need not be considered in the financial reports.
However, the actual expenses must be itemised and the difference shown as a cash position.
2

6.7.3

Receipts

Original invoices, signed by the issuer and grantees, must be forwarded to the SNSF for all expenses covered by an SNSF grant. If payments are made based on invoice copies, the latter must
bear the note "deemed to be an original receipt". The receipts must be enclosed with the financial
report.
1

Printouts of receipts read into optical data carriers are regarded as original receipts.

2

If the invoices enclosed with the financial report do not include any receipts for cash payments,
the receipts of the grant administration office, the bank or the post office must clearly show that
the invoice has been paid.
3

4

Passenger receipts are not accepted as receipts for flights.

6.7.4

Travel

Travel expenses may be debited to the SNSF grants, provided that approval for the corresponding
trip is expressly given or implied in the ruling and the following conditions are met:
1

a. The purpose, destinations, duration and date of the trip must be indicated.
b. All trips must be by public transport. Expenses incurred by car travel are permissible, provided that the use of private vehicles saves time and costs. A maximum of 0.60 CHF may be
claimed per kilometre travelled by car.
c.

The actual costs of overnight stays at hotels with up to three stars may be claimed. The SNSF
may not assume the entire cost of stays at hotels with more than three stars.

Alternatively, grantees may claim the following flat rates instead of the actual room and board
expenses:
2

21

Amendment of 19 May 2009, in force since 1 June 2009.

General implementation regulations for the Funding Regulations of the SNSF | 18

Daily flat rate for cities with more than 0.5 million inhabitants (incl. main
meals and breakfast)

up to

CHF 160

Daily flat rates for other areas
(incl. main meals and breakfast)

up to

CHF 120

Flat rates for main meals

up to CHF

25

Flat rate for breakfast

up to CHF

10

6.7.5

Flights

In the event of any air travel being necessary while on trips pursuant to Clause 6.7.4, the grantees
must always book flights that offer the best possible value for money. Economy class flights may
be charged to the grant. Additional costs for business and first class flights may be assumed in
exceptional cases if valid reasons are given.
6.7.6

Repayment of remaining amounts

If the SNSF grants for the approved research work are not used up, grantees are obliged to repay
all credit balances of CHF 50 or more subject to Clause 6.7.8.
1

Repayment is due on the due date of the final report. The grantee shall repay the amount due
without having to be requested to do so within 30 days. The SNSF expressly reserves the right to
make further claims after reviewing and approving the final financial report.
2

6.7.7

Additional costs and personnel expenses

If the costs incurred within the scope of approved research projects exceed the SNSF grant, the
difference shall be borne by the grantees.
1

2 The

SNSF shall cover additional personnel expenses at the grantees' request. Additional personnel
expenses comprise additional costs resulting from cost of living allowances, higher job gradings
and salary adjustments approved by the SNSF, and higher social security contributions (incl. unforeseeable social benefits) which cannot be covered by means of cost savings on other budget
items or third-party funding. The relevant amount is credited after the final financial report is
received and examined. Deficits of less than CHF 50 are not covered.
6.7.8

Balance carried forward

In exceptional cases and based on a written request, the SNSF may allow grantees to carry forward
to a follow-up grant pursuant to Article 3 paragraph 5 of the Funding Regulations any credit balance pursuant to Clause 6.7.6 if:
a. the credit balance is due to a delay in financial transactions to be completed in the scope of
the follow-up application and if the grantees cannot be held responsible for the delay;
b. a bonus of excellence (see Clause 1.5) is awarded.
6.7.9

Interest

If grants are administered by a grant administration office, any income deriving from investments
may be used to cover the grant administration costs. Alternatively, such income may be credited
to the grant and used to finance the approved research work.
6.7.10

Supplementary grants

Requests for supplementary grants pursuant to Article 39 of the Funding Regulations shall be
approved only in the event that unforeseeable additional expenses are incurred in the course of
1
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the funded research work that are essential to the successful completion of the research work,
provided that such expenses cannot be covered through appropriate measures or funds from elsewhere.
The requests must be submitted electronically via mySNF as soon as the circumstances leading
to the additional expenses arise.
2

7.

Scientific reporting

7.1

Interim and final report

The responsible grantees are obliged to inform the SNSF about the attainment of research objectives and corresponding research results in the final scientific reports (Article 40 Funding Regulations). The reports must also detail the project's development.22
1

The reports shall contain data needed to assess the scientific achievements and impacts of the
project. The reports may serve as an additional basis for the award of further research funds.
2

The data provided in the scientific report shall be entered according to the requirements of the
relevant funding scheme and shall generally include a quantitative and a qualitative section.
3

If a follow-up application is approved, the qualitative section of the final report becomes redundant. Only the quantitative section need be submitted.
4

If interim reports need to be submitted in the context of a specific funding scheme, or if such
reports are demanded in individual cases, paragraphs 1 to 3 apply mutatis mutandis.23
5

7.2

Difference from "Lay Summaries"

Pursuant to Clause 2.2 of the Regulations concerning information, valorisation and rights to research results (Implementation Regulations for the Funding regulations), the SNSF demands a lay
summary. Such summaries are independent of the scientific interim and final reports. The lay
summary provides a written summary of the research project which is understandable to a wider
public and may serve as a basis for journalistic work.
7.3

Material of enduring value

In the final scientific report, the grantees must indicate the location, estimated current value and
owner of material of enduring value (Article 42 Funding Regulations) for cases where the SNSF's
contribution towards a specific acquisition, namely equipment or apparatuses, amounted to at
least CHF 50,000.
1

Notice must be given to the SNSF of the sale material of enduring value to third parties by the
grantees or their employers or the transfer of such material to other research locations. The SNSF
shall decide on a case-by-case basis whether to demand a refund of its contribution less depreciation.
2

22
23

Amendment of 10 July 2012, in force with immediate effect.
Amendment of 10 July 2012, in force with immediate effect.
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8.

Sanctions

8.1

Competencies

Measures pursuant to Article 45 of the Funding Regulations shall be taken by the National Research Council. In individual cases, the National Research Council may delegate this competency
to bodies appointed by it or to the Administrative Offices.
1

Subject to the competencies with regard to suspected cases of scientific misconduct (see Clause
8.6)24, investigation of cases of misuse and violations is the responsibility of the Administrative
Offices.
2

8.2

Procedure

The SNSF may institute a procedure to penalise instances of misuse or violations based on matters within its own knowledge or on reports from third parties.25
1

2

The person responsible shall be granted a hearing before any measure is ordered.

8.3

Sanctions

The nature and scope of the sanctions pursuant to Article 45 of the Funding Regulations depend
on the gravity of the misuse or violation and, if applicable, on the extent of the loss or damage
caused.
1

Persons responsible may be barred from submitting any further proposals pursuant to Article 45
paragraph 1d of the Funding Regulations for a period of up to five years.
2

8.4

Protection of persons reporting misuses or violations, selfreporting

The SNSF shall ensure confidentiality for persons who report cases of misuse or violations by
others.
1

If the person concerned reports him or herself for an instance of misuse or a violation, the SNSF
may take this into account when deciding on sanctions.
2

8.5

Notification of third parties

The SNSF is entitled to inform the research institution or employer of a person affected by sanctions, provided that in the individual case in question such information is required by the recipient
to fulfil a legal obligation.
8.6

Scientific integrity

The National Research Council shall issue provisions concerning scientific integrity and scientific
misconduct.

24
25

Editorial amendment of 17 September 2013, in force since 1 October 2013.
Editorial amendement of 17 September 2013, in force since 1 October 2013.
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9.

Sundry provisions

9.1

Liability and insurance issues

The SNSF shall not be held liable for any accidents or consequences of accidents that occur in
the course of research work funded by the SNSF. The same applies to any damage to health due
to research work.
1

It is the responsibility of the grantees or their employer institutions at their own discretion to
obtain personal liability insurance. The insurance costs may not be debited to the SNSF grants.
2

Grantees shall ensure that material of enduring value acquired by means of an SNSF grant is
covered by the existing property insurance policies of the employer institution.
3

9.2

Value-added tax

SNSF grants are not subject to value-added tax (VAT). They are regarded as non-payments pursuant to Article 18 paragraph 2 letter a of the Value Added Tax Act and Art. 29 letter c of the Value
Added Tax Ordinance (cf. VAT Sector Information 25, Research and Development26, of the Swiss
Federal Tax Administration (FTA) of January 2010).27
9.3

Access to forms and other documents

Forms and documents related to the submission of proposals can be downloaded from the SNSF
website.
9.4

Information and advice

Queries and requests for clarification regarding the use of SNSF grants should be addressed to the
Chief Financial Officers of the respective divisions. A list of Chief Financial Officers is included in
Annex IV.

10.

Final provisions

10.1

Further implementation regulations for the Funding Regulations

In addition to these implementation regulations for the Funding Regulations, the SNSF has issued
further general provisions that are relevant to grantees, and in particular the “Regulations on information, valorisation and rights to research results” of 17 June 2008 and the “Regulations on
the funding of publications” of 17 June 2008.
10.2

Replacement of existing regulations

Once they enter into force, these regulations shall replace all previous decisions, directives and
regulations of the National Research Council that fall within the scope of these regulations, namely
the Directive on the Use of Grants of July 2001, the Guidelines on Applications from Researchers
holding Emeritus Titles of January 2003 and the provisions on subsistence grants of June 2002.

26
27

http://www.estv.admin.ch/mwst/dokumentation/00130/00947/01033/index.html
Editorial amendment of 10 July 2012, in force with immediate effect.
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10.328
10.4

Entry into force

These regulations come into force on 1 July 2008.

28

Repealed on 10 July 2012, in force with immediate effect.
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