
 

www.snsf.ch  
Wildhainweg 3, P.O. Box 8232, CH-3001 Berne 

 
Project funding 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Requirements for the research plan 

 
The research plan must consist of original text that has been written by the applicants themselves. 
A limited amount of text (or other material, graphs, etc.) by third parties or text published by the 
applicants themselves is permissible in the sections concerning the state of research as well as 
when describing standard methods. The quoted texts must be clearly designated as such (quota-
tion marks or appropriate wording) and a verifiable source must be mentioned nearby and in the 
bibliography. 
 
The scientific part of the application must be divided into five chapters (2.1 to 2.5), preceded by a 
summary (1). Please adopt the chapter headings listed below either word for word or in approximate 
terms. Applications are generally forwarded to external reviewers for assessment (Funding Regu-
lations, Article 18). Please submit a detailed research plan (especially in chapter 2.3). This will 
facilitate the assessment of the scientific content. The research plan must specify the research 
topic and the methods to be used. 
 
In mathematics, the natural sciences, the engineering sciences, the life sciences, clinical medicine, 
social and preventive medicine, the health care and supply sciences, psychology and economics, 
the scientific part of the application should be written in English. In other disciplines, it is permis-
sible to write the application in an official Swiss language. An English translation must be enclosed 
if requested by the SNSF.  
 
 

1 Summary of the  
research plan 

The summary should characterise the application and place the 
planned project in a wider scientific context. 
 

2 Research plan 

The research plan must not exceed 20 pages and 80,000 characters 
(with spaces), footnotes, illustrations, formulae, tables and bibliog-
raphies included. A minimum of point 10 font size and 1.5 line spacing 
must be used. In general, the research plan should not contain any an-
nexed documents. 
 

2.1 
Current state of  
research in the field 

Making reference to the most important publications, particularly by 
other authors, please explain:  

• which previous insights provided the starting point and basis 
for the planned studies  

• in which areas research is needed, and why  
• which important, relevant research projects are currently un-

derway in Switzerland and abroad 
 



2.2 
Current state of your own 
research 

For a new application, please present the research work you have al-
ready undertaken in the relevant field or in related fields and mention 
the corresponding publications. 
 
For a follow-up to an already approved project, please report on the 
work conducted within the scope of the previous project and the re-
sults obtained. 
 

2.3 

 

Detailed research plan 

 

Based on the information provided under 2.1 and 2.2, please specify 
the approach you are taking and the concrete objectives that you aim 
to achieve in the period of funding. The following points should be ad-
dressed: 
 
• Studies or experiments needed and/or envisaged to reach the set 

goals  

• Methods by which the research goals are to be reached  

• Data situation / collection of data 
 

2.4 

 

Schedule and  
milestones 

 

As far as this is possible, please compile a schedule that includes the 
most important interim goals. This plan should also indicate the main 
tasks with which the persons funded by the SNSF are to be entrusted. 

2.5 Relevance and impact 

Scientific relevance  

Please describe the impacts you expect your research in the proposed 

project to have for the discipline and for science as a whole (research 

and education/teaching). In addition, please mention the form in which 

you wish to make your research results public (articles in science jour-

nals, monographs, conference proceedings, etc.). 

Broader impact 

If you have submitted your application in use-inspired research, please 

indicate whether and to what extent the proposed project will have a 

broader impact and what this impact will be. The following points should 

be addressed: 

 

• Need for research as perceived by practitioners/industry: are there 

any knowledge gaps? Are innovations and improvements ex-

pected? 

• Transferability of results: to what degree can research results be 

put into practice? 

• Other potential impacts: in which spheres outside science could 

the implementation of the research results entail changes and 

what is the nature of these changes? 
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