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BRIDGE governance

Innosuisse
Board**

SNSF & Innosuisse
Executive Commit-
tfees & Offices

BRIDGE Steering Committee

(7-9 members: 2 Innosuisse, 2 SNSF, 3-5 external)

BRIDGE Office

Evaluation Panel
Discovery
(ca. 20 members)

Evaluation Panel

Proof of Concept
(ca. 15 members)

* SNSF Presiding Board of the National Research Council
** Innosuisse Board of Directors

BRIJDGE

Overall responsibility
SNSF Presiding Board, Innosuisse Board of
Directors

Program-specific functions
= Steering Committee
= Evaluation Panels

Administrative support

BRIDGE Office (supported by SNSF &
Innosuisse)
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Goal of the program

« Turn scientific results into economic or societal innovation »

BRIDGE...

... fosters the economic and societal potential of scientific
research,

... supports projects in the critical precompetitive phase that
have a clear vision of potential application,

... facilitates cooperation between Universities, ETHS, research
institutes, and Universities of Applied Sciences, Universities of
teacher education.

BRIJOGE
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Two lines of funding

Proof of Concept
Scientific results developed into a product or an application

Young researchers on their way to entrepreneurship or willing to
Implement their research findings with an economic or social partner

Open to all types of innovation

Discovery

Interaction between basic and applied research to realise the innovation
potential of scientific results

Importance of the societal and economic impact
Projects may cover any type of innovation or research field

BRIJOGE
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Proof of Concept



Proof of Concept

Details of the funding scheme

Eligibility criteria for the applicants

Early stage of career (bachelor’s or master’s degree, doctoral students, PhD
degree obtained within the last four years)

Support by a Swiss research institution
Applicants dedicate their full time to the project

Requirements for the project

Based on the applicants’ own research results or on research results they have
substantially contributed to

The underlying science has been peer-reviewed or documented by publications or
another record of achievement (e.g., bachelor’s, master’s or doctoral thesis, thesis
presentation, scientific publication, patent)

Projects may cover any type of innovation or research field
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Proof of Concept

Details of the funding scheme

Up to 4 calls per year
Projects are submitted by a single applicant

Eligible costs
Budget of project: max. 130’000 CHF per year
100% of applicant’s salary (calculated based on current rates at the host institution)
Costs directly related to the realisation of the project

Duration
12 months (extension of up to 6 additional months exceptionally possible)

Overhead
max. 15% overhead paid to the host institution
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Proof of Concept

Details of the funding scheme

Evaluation criteria

Expected economical or societal impact for the envisioned innovation,
product or service

Feasibility of project and the implementation scenario

Appropriate level of innovation-based, entrepreneurial and managerial
competences of the applicant, and motivation to implement

Evaluation procedure
Evaluated by the Proof of Concept Evaluation Panel

Two levels: evaluation of submitted documents (project)
interview of the applicant

Decision within 3 months
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Proof of Concept

Additional support

Assisted patent searches
BRIDGE Fellows can request an assisted patent search for research and innovation

Support for women

BRIDGE supports career development and network building for the next generation
of female researchers through the SNSF’s Gender Equality Grants.

Support for PhDs and postdocs working on the project

BRIDGE provides SNSF’s Flexibility Grants to help researchers better balance their
childcare responsibilities with their scientific work and academic careers.

BRIJOGE
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https://www.bridge.ch/en/support/patent-searches/
https://www.snf.ch/en/gCCYPmblxBCAFNZg/funding/supplementary-measures/gender-equality-grant
https://www.snf.ch/en/ovil4ntsX4h2jEiU/funding/supplementary-measures/flexibility-grant

Proof of Concept
Additional support

BRIDGE Coaching
A coaching limited to 10h is offered to all BRIDGE fellows

Innosuisse support
BRIDGE fellows can take part in the Innosuisse Start-up Training programme,
from Module 2 onwards

Through the Innosuisse Start-up Coaching programme, start-ups can attend
specialist international trade fairs either as visitors or exhibitors
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Discovery

Details of the funding scheme

Eligibility criteria for the applicants
Experienced researchers at a Swiss research institution

Requirements for the project
Integration of excellent science and high-impact innovation

Research is at a stage where the risk is too large for implementation
partners to co-fund

Projects may cover any type of innovation or research field

Up to 3 applicants of independent research groups with a clear vision
of innovation

BRIJOGE
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Discovery

Details of the funding scheme

One call per year
One project per applicant

Eligible costs
Project budget: max. 850°'000 CHF per applicants for 4 years

Salaries of project personnel, excluding the salary of the applicants
(special conditions may apply to UAS and CSEM researchers)

Project costs directly related to the project

Duration
Up to 4 years

Overhead
max. 15% overhead paid to the host institution
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Discovery

Details of the funding scheme

Evaluation criteria
High scientific quality going beyond state of the art

The project contains a credible vision of the potential societal, environmental, technological
or economical impact and benefits of the innovation and its possible implementation

Convincing roadmap towards implementation

Scientific and innovation-oriented, entrepreneurial as well as management competence
of the applicants

Evaluation procedure
Evaluated by the Discovery Evaluation Panel and external experts

Two levels: evaluation of submitted documents (project)
interview of the applicant

Decision within 7 months
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Discovery

Additional support

Assisted patent searches

An assisted patent search for research and innovation can be requested while you
are running a BRIDGE project.

Support for women

BRIDGE supports career development and network building for the next
generation of female researchers through the SNSF’s Gender Equality Grants

Support for PhDs and postdocs working on the project

BRIDGE provides SNSF’s Flexibility Grants to help researchers better balance
their childcare responsibilities with their scientific work and academic careers

BRIJOGE
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Proof of Concept Current Status

Submitted and accepted projects
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Proof of Concept Current Status
Submitted/funded projects by institutions 2017-2024
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Proof of Concept Current Status
Disciplines (calls 2017-2024)
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Proof of Concept financed projects 2017-2020

16 calls

612 applications

121 projects approved

Total budget approved: 15.2 mioCHF
Average grant/project: 126 kCHF
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Engineering ﬂ femtoG T Life Sciences
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Proof of Concept financed projects 2021-2023
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Engineering T Life Sciences
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Proof of Concept funded projects 2017-2020

Funded projects per “innovation area”

Social Sciences

Urban and Regional Development

Education

[T SRS

Design / Arts / Architecture

1 Business management and finance

Energy

Energy Storage
Energy Efficiency
Fuel Cells

Environment

6 Environmental Technologies

2 Recycling

1 Bio-sourced Materials and Processing

Micro-/Nanotechnologies

5  Optoelectronic / photonic
components and systems

Measurement Technology

Sensors

oW W

MEMS & MOEMS & BIOMEMS

1 Micro Processing

L

Innovation
Area

ICT

BRIJDGE

Information and communication
technologies

Deep Learning
Robotics
Data Sciences

Artificial/Networked Intelligence

s

Life Sciences

17

W s o W

Medtech

Biotechnology & Processing
Pharmaceuticals

Human Medicine

Medical Diagnostics
Agrotech

Foodtech

[T o T R LR (T S T & ]

Engineering

Material Sciences
Advanced Manufacturing
Mechanical Engineering
Products Engineering
Chemical Engineering
Process Engineering
Civil Engineering
Electrical Engineering

Acoustics
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Discovery Current Status

Submitted and accepted projects
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Discovery - Disciplines

Disciplines (calls 2017-2023)
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8
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31
8
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Business
Management
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Discovery information 2017-2023

Funding evolution — Involved institutions (all applicants)
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Discovery information 2017-2023

Funding evolution - Gender

100% -
g = male (submitted)
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80%
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BRIJDGE
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Discovery financed projects
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2017-2020

4 calls

435 applications

39 projects approved

Total budget approved: 46.5 mioCHF
Average grant/project: 1.2 mioCHF
Average duration: 43 months

Host institution

...women || ... men

. ... 1 applicant
‘... 2 applicants

@ ... 3 applicants
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Discovery financed projects 2017-2020

39 projects approved
88 research groups involved
Average applicant per project: 2.3
5 9 projects with 1 applicant
: 11 projects with 2 applicants
19 projects with 3 applicants

Host institution
Number of projects with ...

/\ ... with 3 applicants

<™. . with 2 applicants

g ‘\_ ... with 1 applicant

July 2024 | 33



Engineering ICT Life Sciences
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Discovery funded projects 2017-2020

Funded projects per “innovation area”

ICT

2 Deep Learning

1 | Psychology

1 | Arificial/Networked Intelligence

Engineering

2 Mechanical Engineering
1 Automation

1 Chemical Engineering

1 Electrical Engineering

Innovation

Micro-/Nanotechnologies

5 Measurement Technology

4 Optoelectronic /photonic components and systems

2  Sensors

BRIJDGE

Area

1

Life Sciences

Biotechnology & Processing
Medtech

Pharmaceuticals

Human Medicine

Medical Diagnostics
Agrotech

Foodtech

Chemical Biology

Energy

Environment

[/ 1 Energy components and systems: Photovoltaics, etc.

1 Sustainable Land Use
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Swiss National
Science Foundation

O

BRIJGE

Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft
Confédération suisse
Confederazione Svizzera
Confederaziun svizra

Swiss Confederation

Innosuisse — Swiss Innovation Agency



BRIDGE Office Team

Christian Brunner Head of BRIDGE

Thomas Di Franco Programme Manager
Nicole Jacquemin-Rhyn Administration & Finances
Yvonne Rosteck Programme Manager

Tel. +41 31 308 23 67

www.bridge.ch | office@bridge.ch

Innosuisse Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF)
Einsteinstrasse 2 Wildhainweg 3
CH-3003 Bern PO Box

CH-3001 Bern
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BRIDGE Steering Committee 2024

Innosuisse

chair Nicoletta Casanova (FEMTOprint | Engineering)
Dave Brown (Angel Investor and Mentor | ICT) (chair EP PoC)

SNSF

Bernd Gotsmann (IBM Research | Engineering)
Matthias Stuber (Uni Lausanne, CHUV | Life Sciences)

external

Mariana Christen Jakob (seif | Social Innovation)
GOtz Schlotterbeck (Canton Basel-Stadt | Chemistry)
Penny Schiffer (Raized.Al | Entrepreneurship)

advisory function
Jakob Rhyner (Uni Bonn | Sustainability / Physics) (chair EP Discovery)
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Proof of Concept Evaluation Panel 2024 .7

Life Sciences Engineering

Social Sciences Micro-/Nanotechnologies

*ad hoc member
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Discovery Evaluation Panel 2024 (s

Life Sciences Engineering

EnV|ronment

Energy

Somal Sciences
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