
SPIRIT: List of 8 funded projects September 2021 Division InterCo

Grantee 1 (CH) Grantee 2 
(Partner Country)

Grantee 3 
(Country/
Institution)

Grantee 4 
(Country/
Institution)

Project Title Discipline(s)

Balsiger, Jörg 
(University of 
Geneva)

Yrigoyen Fajardo, 
Raquel  (Peru)

Abuya, Willice 
(Kenya)

Gatmaytan, 
Augusto 
(Philippines)

Violence against Environmental Defenders in 
Mining

Social geography and ecology; Ethnology

Graham, Catherine 
(WSL)

Tinoco, Boris 
(Ecuador)

Palomeque, Ximena 
(Ecuador)

Baez, Selene 
Ecuador)

Experimental Network Ecology and Restoration 
(Exper-net)

Ecology

Hinkelmann, Knut 
(FHNW)

Ajuwon, Ademola 
Johnson (Nigeria)

Researching intelligent chatbots as healthcare 
coaches

Information Technology; Education and 
learning sciences, subject-specific education; 
Health;  Health Education;  Public Health and 
Health Services

Oberson, Astrid 
(ETHZ)

Velásquez‐Restrepo, 
Jaime Enrique 
(Colombia)

Arango-Mejia, 
Jacobo (Colombia)

Sustainable tropical pastures: optimize 
nitrogen supply through integration of legumes 
and grasses with biological nitrification 
inhibition

Agricultural and Forestry Sciences; Pedology; 
Other disciplines of Environmental Sciences
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Pellicciotti, 
Francesca  (WSL) 

Fuentealba, Beatriz 
(Peru)

Glacier retreat and their impact on mountain 
ecosystems and agriculture in Peru (PASTURE)

Hydrology, Limnology, Glaciology; Climatology. 
Atmospherical Chemistry, Aeronomy

Pitteloud, Nelly 
(CHUV)

Fatima, Ambrin 
(Pakistan)

The Genetics of Congenital Hypogonadotropic 
Hypogonadism in Pakistan

Endocrinology; Genetics;  Clinical 
Endocrinology

Seufert, Sabine 
(University of 
St.Gallen)

Pichitpornchai, 
Chailerd (Thailand)

Handschuh, 
Siegfried (University 
of St.Gallen)

Panjaburee, 
Patcharin (Thailand)

Next Generation of Digital Support for 
Fostering Students’ Academic Writing Skills: A 
Learning Support System based on Machine 
Learning (ML)

Education and learning sciences, subject-
specific education; Information Technology

Véron, René 
(University of 
Lausanne)

Fernando, Nishara 
(Sri Lanka)

Ghale, Yamuna 
(Nepal)

Rao Dhananka, 
Swetha (HETS-FR)

Transformation of waste management practices 
and policies in South Asia during and after the 
COVID-19 pandemic: Impacts on gender 
equality and sustainability

Social geography and ecology; Sociology; 
Political science; Social work; Health

female grantees in italics 
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